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Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston
St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic 

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS
• Mon. Nov. 1 - All Saints Day 
• Tues. Nov. 2 - All Souls Day 
• Nov. 7-13 - National Vocations Awareness Week 
• Tues. Nov. 9 - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 

7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Fri. Nov. 12- Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 

8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Sat. Nov. 13 - 11:00 am -Serra Meets - Check website for Zoom invite. Serra Meets.  
• Nov. 15 - Please note:  No meeting at Italiano’s see below:  
• Nov. 16 - Adoration by Candlelight, 7-8 pm, Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred 

Heart- Sign up for the bus to the Co-Cathedral.  Bus details coming soon. 
•     Nov. 25 - Thanksgiving dinner to Shalom 
• Dec. 13 -  Annual Christmas party and recommitment at the Manor House in the 

Barrington 
NOTE:  Beginning  January 2022, monthly meetings at Italiano’s  

will be the 3rd Monday of  the month 

THE MONTH 
OF NOVEMBER  
Month of the 

Souls in 
Purgatory

https://serraus.org/serra-meets/
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

Father Felix

We are in communion

There are two very important religious celebrations in the month of  November – All Saints 
Day (1st of  November) and All Souls Day (2nd of  November). These two feasts are 
interconnected.            While All Saints celebrate the victory of  all the Saints in heaven, the 

feast of  All Souls commemorates all the faithful departed who are waiting for their 
purification into heaven. While the celebration of  All Saints is upbeat, that of  All Souls is more sober. 
Those saints we celebrate on All Saints would include ordinary men and women who lived lives pleasing 
to God even though they may never be canonized by the church. They may include familiar faces in our 
families who lived exemplary lives of  faith and trust in God and showed kindness and love to those 
around them. On November 2nd and indeed all through the month of  November, we 
pray for our departed family members that God may open the gate of  paradise for 
them and forgive their sins. It will be a noble act to offer Mass and attend Mass to 
pray for a loved one during this month. November 2nd is a day to visit the graveside 
of  our deceased family members and friends to light a candle in prayer, and to pray 
the rosary for their eternal repose. You could do this any other day of  the month if  it is more convenient. 
The connection between the two feasts is our communion with all the Saints and the Souls of  the faithful 
departed. As Christians, we know that the end is not here on earth, but that our true home is with God. 
We rejoice with those who have won the victory, pray for those who are in the process of  purification, and 
we live our own lives for others so that we may live with God forever.  

Everyone mourns when a dear one dies but Christians mourn with hope in the resurrection (1 
Thessalonians 4:13). This hope does not mean we do not experience the doubts that come with grief  but 
rather we do not allow such doubts to rob us of  our hope. When death is sudden due to accident or 
illness, the pain is deeper. It is like one being robbed of  the individual who died. The bereaved begins to 
ask questions many of  which have no answer here below. Lots of  emotions go through the mind such as 
anger, sadness, and loneliness. Being in touch with one’s feeling and not denying it is important for 
healing and acceptance. During the grieving period, it is often difficult to see the goodness of  God in 
what one is going through. However, the goodness of  God lies in the fact that he has done everything to 
ensure that we come back to his presence at the end of  our lives. He sent Jesus Christ to die for our sins 
and Jesus rose again from the dead. Because Jesus lives, we have hope of  eternal life. That is why nothing 
can separate those who believe from the love of  Christ. As we pray for our departed ones, we keep their 
good memories and thank God for the good they shared with us while they lived.   

With November comes Thanksgiving. This celebration that has roots in religious traditions has become 
largely secular. For us who are religious, we know that God gives the harvest, and to him be glory and 
honor. As we gather at table to share meals, drinks, and time together as family, let us appreciate the goodness 
of  God in our lives and in our nation. Happy Thanksgiving! 
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 

Mark

There is something about standing on the ocean’s shore and viewing the immense 
expanse of  the sea or staring with awestruck wonder at majestic mountain peaks 
reaching towards heaven that inspires contemplation the immensity of  the 
universe and our relative insignificance within it. Yet, our creator knows, loves, 
and wants the very best for each of  us.  It doesn’t take long to short-circuit my 
synapses if  I spend too much time thinking about it. 

I usually try to avoid telling stories about vacation experiences. It evokes 
memories for me of  cousins trying to stay awake while Uncle Ken droned on 

incessantly as he clicked endlessly through the slide after slide of  the latest family 
adventure. So, I hope you will bear with me as I attempt to eventually circle back to 
our shared Serra Mission.  

Maggie and I recently traveled to Bozeman, Montana for a belated anniversary 
getaway.  This was our first trip (and probably not our last) to this area of  the country, 
and we weren’t entirely sure what to expect.  

We were treated to an artist’s canvas of  rolling hills adorned with a myriad of  fall 
colors, gurgling mountain streams winding through pine covered landscapes and perhaps most 
memorably a herd of  elk grazing lazily in a meadow with the Grand Tetons serving as an unforgettable 
backdrop.   
It is simply too much to take in and fully appreciate in the moment, so my mind returns again and again 
to these places that inspire both awe and reverence. 

On the last full day of  our trip, we awoke to eight inches of  snow carpeting the landscape.  While it made 
traveling interesting and challenging it provided yet a different view of  all the amazing scenery. Seeing the 
world carpeted in dazzling white snow is beautiful.  It reminded me of  the feeling I have as I leave the 
confessional after the sacrament of  reconciliation.  All our transgressions have been washed clean and for 
the moment we are adorned in the dazzling white garment of  God’s mercy and grace. 

I apologize for making you endure the verbal slide show of  our vacation to at long last make the point of  
how blessed we are as Catholics to have available to us the Sacrament of  Reconciliation administered by 
the humble servants of  Christ, our Priests. We Love our Priests. 
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MONTHLY MEETING  , GUEST SPEAKER 

Conquering Fear 

Sister John Paul, principal of  Frassati Catholic High School, not only shared 
information about the high school, but also shared her faith journey.  As a 
teenager, she felt a sense of  a calling, but dismissed it because of  several factors, 
mostly fear of  the unknown. She had no idea what it meant to be a 
religious, had no knowledge of  what it entailed.  For some reason, she did not 
understand at the time, she was drawn to the works and words of  Pope John 
Paul II.  In 1993, with a gift of  a bus ticket given by her uncle, she rode to 
Denver for World Youth Day and was one of  the 800,000.  His words inspired 
her to consider a vocation, but again fear of  the unknown, fear of  
disappointing her parents stopped her. Then the words in a  homily at the Feast 
of  the Immaculate Conception Mass spoke to her.  “Mary didn’t have any idea of  
what would happen, but said Yes.” And that is when Sister decided to say “yes” also. 

She joined the Dominican Sisters in Nashville.  Their faithfulness to the 
church called her to this community and she immediately felt “at home” 
there.  An interesting fact about Sister John Paul, is, although she 
graduated from high school and college, she never liked school, and now 
she is the principal of  a high school and loves it! 

In 2007, there was a movement from a group that included Ted 
Wandstrat, who saw a need of  a Catholic high school on the north side 
of  Houston.  And so, with many prayers, works, and campaigns, the 

group purchased land in Spring, and began the birth of  Frassati Catholic High School.  One of  
the difficult hurdles this group faced was naming the school.   Many ideas, but none that they 
agreed on until the name of  Pier Giorgio Frassati was suggested.  Frassati was young, 
courageous, athletic, devout and a great model for young teens.  This was a name that they all felt 
was perfect.   
The school opened with 26 students, and now has 261 with five years of  graduating students.  
How can this school help students find their true vocation?  They knew just saying, because the church 
says so, was not enough, so through prayers to the Holy Spirit, chose a path of  studying philosophy, 
(Ethics and Culture) each year, building to a goal so that these young people would be able to 
defend their faith with reason.  

There is a spirit of  JOY in this school, remarked, Sister.  Several students 
are discerning joining a religious order and Sister asks that we pray for 
them. 
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ARCHDIOCESE  NEWS -  

Eileen and Diddy helped Joelma celebrate

SERRA INTERNATIONAL NEWS  

MARK THE DATES

Get ready to ride the bus on the 16th!  
Look for a sign up sheet, 


Also, remember there is no meeting 
at Italiano’s in November and  
December’s meeting on the 13th will 
be at the Barrington’s Manor House.

Auxiliary Bishop George Sheltz Archdiocesan Altar 
Server Appreciation Mass and Award 

On November 13, Altar Servers with more than 5 years of  service 
will be honored at the Co-Cathedral. 

• St. Leo is sending 3 altar servers 
• St. Mary Magdalene is sending 6 altar servers 
• St. Dominic has 24 servers attending and 6 of  their altar servers 

will serve at the Mass. 
• St. John of  the Cross has 8 altar servers attending.  
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ADOPT A SEMINARIAN NEWS

Our club has been actively involved in praying for seminarians for many years.  We are continuing in this endeavor as 
we see some of  our young seminarians become priests serving our diocese.

The team of  Sandie & Porter Taylor, Rita Girau, Sheila Yepsen, Karen & John Ehlig are praying for: 

William Waters, and Jessie Trevino, are both at St. Mary’s Seminary, and 
Ethan Sicking is at Holy Trinity Seminary at Irving, TX

The team of  Peggy & Tom Angelino, Diane & Phil Applegate, Donna & Robin Rueby, Sandi & Dan Kidd are praying 
for: 

John Clark and Deacon Jacob Ramirez are each at St. Mary’s Seminary.  
John is in his 2nd year Theology and Deacon Jacob is in his 4th year 
Theology.  Christian Mai is studying at St. Joseph Seminary in Louisiana

The team of  Mary Beth & Joe Philipp, Jennifer & Jim Stevens, Arlane & Bob Sponaugle, Nick Quinn are praying for: 

Marlon Barao and Christian Francke are at St. Mary’s Seminary.  Marlon 
is in 2nd Year Pre-Theology, and Christian is in 1st year Theology and is in 
the Ordinariate Chair of  St. Peter..  Luis is studying with the Scalabrinians 
in Mexico.

The team of  Lisa & Tom Field, Jane & Kevin Doherty, Peggy Rittenhouse are praying for: 

Jose “J” Serrato and Ladd Spears are each at St. Mary’s Seminary.  Jose is 
in his 3rd year Theology and Austin is in his 2nd year Theology,  John 
Erwin, also studying at St. Mary’s Seminary is from the Charleston 
Diocese.

The team of  Kathy & Jack Ward, Dee Anna & Charlie Garland, Maggie & Mark Halleck, Gelly & Gary Estess are 
praying for: 

Carlos Jaime and Deacon Chris Meyer are studying at St. Mary’s 
Seminary, and Ryan Berger is studying at Holy Trinity Seminary at 
Irving.  Carlos is in his 1st Year Theology and Deacon Chris is in his 
4th year Theology
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SERRA CLUB NORTHEAST OF HOUSTON NEWS 

The team of  Sandie & Porter Taylor, Rita Girau, Sheila Yepsen, Karen & John Ehlig are praying for: 

Michael Tracy and James Schnitzler, are studying at St. Mary’s 
Seminary.  Michael is in his 2nd year Pre-Theology, and James is in 
his 1st year Theology.  John Paul Phillips is studying at St. Joseph 
Seminary College in LA.

The team of  Diddy Muck, Betty & Charlie Menard, Melia & Doug Reed, Mary Lou Purello are praying for: 

Frater Lazarus, studying with the Norbertines in CA, is in his 7th year of  
Formation and currently teaching middle school students. He will be 
ordained a deacon July 2022 and God willing ordained a priest the 
following year. Ryan Burns is assigned at Christ Our Light Catholic 
Church, and Raymond Snodgrass is studying 1st Year Pre-Theology at St. 
Mary’s Seminary, and is in the Ordinariate Chair of  St. Peter.

Sisters John Paul and John Vianney, helped 
us welcome guests Kiki and Danny Valdez at 

the meeting.

DID YOU KNOW? 

According to the guidelines, this "Oran's Posture" (Praying with out stretch OPEN 
hands and arms, is reserve for the priest, so when the laity use it, it blurs the 
distinction between a layperson and the ministerial priesthood.  
It's indicative of  poor catechesis. 

It’s ok to assume this position in private prayer but the Mass is a public liturgical 
prayer with guidelines regarding posture so that everyone is not just doing their 
own thing.  
Mother Miriam from EWTN Catholic Radio field a question on this just last 
week, and she confirmed in no uncertain language that this is a gesture that is 
inappropriate for a layperson to assume at Mass. 

Watch your Deacon...when the priest is in the Oran's posture the Deacon has his 
hands together.Thanks for sharing Rodney 

Williamson

Father Felix 
welcome, St. 
Dominic’s Elda 
Briggs, and Rosana 
Gonzales.  
Mercedes Flores 
was not able to 
attend the October 
meeting.
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November Birthdays  
3 - Pat Bush 
11  - Fr. Augustine Ogbeche Ogar, 
St. Mary Magdalene 
12 - Ruth Williamson 
15 - Dcn KC Curtis, St. Martha 
17 - Dan Kidd 
19 - Dcn. Ruben, St. Martha 
22 - Fr. Brian O’Brien, St. Francis Xavier 
27 - Fr. Richard McNeillie, Chancery Office

For more information about Serra Northeast of  Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact,                 Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

Mr. and Mrs. Williamson, 
    I figured an email would be the quickest way to reach you, although I will be sending a hand written thank you 
note. Thank you for the gift cards and the butterfingers. I really like butterfingers. This is a most generous gesture on 
y’all’s part. Being 1500 miles away from home, it is nice when locals reach out to you. Attached you will see a 
photo of  me in front of  my home parish, The Cathedral of  St. John the Baptist, in Charleston, SC. I figured it is 
always nice to put a name to a face. Thank you for your prayers. 
Michael Tracy 

Sent their three seminarians a combination of  Halloween, gift cards and a personal note 
thanking them for pursuing their priestly vocation. The pumpkin bag included a bag of  candy 
(small nugget size Snickers, Baby Ruth, Nestles, etc), a $10 Chick-fil-A card and a $15 What-
A-Burger card. Seminarians Michael Tracy and James Schnitzler bags were delivered to St. 
Mary’s and John Paul’s was mailed to St. Joseph’s Seminary. 

The Farmer, Williamson, Benvegnu, Wilson Group

Prayers  
• Mary Chibiko Olanma Njoku, mother of  Sister 

Marillac died recently.  Prayers for all of  the 
family. 

• Tom Wilson is home from the hospital and 
continuing to make progress. Continue to pray. 

• And, joyful news: 

The Angelino, Applegate, Rueby and 
Kidd  group sent fun spooky wishes to their 
seminarians

Adopt a Seminarian Groups have been busy!

The Taylor, Girau, Yepsen, Ehlig group sent these 
Halloween wishes

mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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NOVEMBER SAINTS FOR SURVIVING 2021   

3 - St. Martin de Porres Born in Lima, Peru as an illegitimate son of  mixed race to a Spaniard and freed 
slave woman, St. Martin grew up severely impoverished and ostracized for his biracial heritage.  He joined 
the Dominicans as a lay brother at the age of  twenty-four and learned the trade of  both surgery and 
haircutting.   Incredibly, St. Martin was gifted with multiple spiritual charisms, including bilocation, 
healing, and miraculous knowledge.   He used his spiritual gifts to help people. Today, he is venerated at 
the patron saint of  people of  mixed race, barbers, and public health workers.

Saints November

4 - St. Charles Borromeo was born of  Italian nobility and was also the nephew of  Pope Pius IV, who 
appointed him as Secretary of  State while St. Charles continued his seminary education from the 
Benedictine Abbey of  Ss. Gratian and Felinus in Italy.   Once he was ordained a priest and his relative, 
Count Frederick Borromeo, died, St. Charles refused to inherit his family’s estate and wealth.   He was 
active in education and catechesis during the Protestant Reformation, always maintaining incredible and 
notable humility, unselfishness, and personal sanctity.   His charisms of  teaching and evangelization 
influenced how he became the patron saint of  seminarians and educators. St. Charles can guide us in 
drawing others to Jesus through our lives.   

17 - St. Elizabeth of  Hungary Born the daughter of  King Alexander II in Hungary, St. Elizabeth was 
known for her piety from a young age.   She was betrothed to and married Louis of  Thuringia, who was 
also deeply devout.   They had three children, but Louis eventually died during one of  the battles of  the 
Crusades.   Afterward, St. Elizabeth became a Third Order Franciscan and founded a hospital, spending 
the remainder of  her short life to care for the poor and infirm.  Her charisms included caring for the sick, 
practicing various works of  charity, and leading an austere life of  simplicity.   She is venerated as the 
patroness of  bakers, widows, nursing services, death of  children, and the homeless, among others.  Today, 
we can ask for her intercession to help us grow in the humility, simplicity, and charity she exemplified 
throughout her entire life.   

11 - St. Martin of  Tours lived during an incredibly tumultuous time in history when Christianity was no 
longer a religion of  persecution and yet not embraced by most people.   His devotion to the Catholic 
Church was evident at the young age of  ten, when St. Martin begged to become a catechumen.  However, 
he had not yet been baptized when he was forced to join the military at the age of  fifteen, which he 
vehemently resisted.   So he chose to live an austere life while he served his militaryterm by cleaning the 
boots of  his recruits, though he was an officer.   The most famous story about St. Martin’s life includes 
when he encountered a shivering beggar while he was fully dressed in his military regalia, and he tore his 
cloak in half, giving the other half  to the beggar.  Later that night he dreamt that the beggar was actually 
Christ.   His strongest charisms included compassion and mercy.   We can turn to St. Martin to assist us 
when we are facing trials, because he encountered spiritual attack from Satan in the form of  horrific 
visions.   Through his intercession, we can obtain the virtue of  fortitude to face our fears.   St. Martin’s feast 
day is November 11, and he is the patron saint of  those serving in the military. 

22 - St. Cecilia Though born into wealth, St. Cecilia prayed often and was known to be very close to 
God.   She married Valerian, which is a well-known love story.   Despite her marriage, she lived as a 
perpetual virgin and offered intense penances, supplicating the saints to guard her virginity.  To prove her 
vow to her husband, she promised Valerian that he would see the angel that protected her once he was 
baptized.   Indeed, he saw the angel and believed in Cecilia’s sanctity.   Throughout her life, St. Cecilia 
successfully converted hundreds of  people.   Though she was brutally martyred through an attempted 
decapitation, she was the first incorrupt saint to be discovered once her body was exhumed in 1599.   She 
is considered the patroness of  musicians because of  the “music in her heart” for God, and her feast day is 
November 22. 

http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=306
https://www.coraevans.com/blog/article/11-Awesome-November-Saints-That-You-Really-Cant-Miss
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=45
http://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=34
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

Cartoon True encounter arises 
only from listening.                           
Pope Francis

If we use our lives for other purposes than those 
given by God, no only do we miss happiness, but 
we actually hurt ourselves and beget in us queer 
little “kinks.” 

Venerable Fulton Sheen

For prayer is nothing else than being on terms of friendship with God.   Saint Teresa of Avila

https://www.glasbergen.com/christian-cartoons/
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/saint-teresa-of-avila-quotes

